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For Immediate Release 
 

National Short Story Competition Offers New Category for Novice Writers 
 
Entries are now open for the annual Peter Cowan 600 Short Story Competition conducted by the Peter Cowan 
Writers' Centre Inc in Joondalup. The national competition is running to coincide with the Centre's 20th 
anniversary celebrations and the 2015 Perth Writers' Festival.  
 
In addition to the 'Open' category open to all writers, the Centre has established a new category for 2015 
the 'Novice Writer Award'. This award is to encourage beginning and fledgling writers to enter who may feel they 
have no chance against established writers entering the 'Open' category. The competition also caters for youth 
with the 'Julian Cowan Youth Award' for young writers aged from 12-18 years to encourage and support the 
upcoming writers of the future. 
 
The 'Open' category carries a $200 First Prize, with $100 for Second Prize and $50 for Third Prize. The 'Novice 
Award' is $100. The 'Julian Cowan Youth Award' of $100 is donated by Mrs Diana Cowan. Four, Highly 
Commended and Commended Certificates will also be awarded in the competition. 
 
West Australian short story author Susan Midalia offered the following advice for the competition: “The 
of writing a good short story is to write a story that creates the illusion of a bigger world beyond the relatively few 
words on the page.” Her advice encapsulates the magic of writing a 600-word short story where the reader 
imagines a world and life before and after the story, requiring careful linguistic choice and tone. 
 
Ms Midalia will be facilitating a workshop at PCWC on the 7 March from 1.30 to 4.30 pm on 'Short Fiction 
Under 600 Words' for writers wanting to hone their short story writing skills for the competition.   
 
The 2015 Peter Cowan 600 Short Story Competition has an open theme and is open to all writers currently 
residing in Australia. Entries must be unpublished works and not have won prior recognition, and entrants may 
submit up to five stories with a word limit of 600 words per story. Entries will close on 10 April 2015 (must be 
postmarked by this date, or submitted via online entry).  
 
PCWC Acting President, Susan Stevens said, "Brush off those stories sitting in your drawer, or on your 
revisit them, follow the Rules of Entry, then send them in."  
 
Full competition Rules of Entry and Entry Forms, and details of the Susan Midalia Short Story Workshop are 
available on the PCWC website at www.pcwc.org.au, or by phoning the Centre on (08) 9301 2282 or e: 
cowan05@bigpond.com. 
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